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= BY CARLOS BASTOS, JIR.

striped bass being chunked at places like Flynn's Knoll
in between the chaonels, Finally 1 got my things
together one afternoon and set out for 4 couple howrs of
striper fishing. Now I didn't know much abour deat kind of
fishing so 1 weat by what ve read, Well to make this story
dmﬁ caught nothing, 1 fished for sbout five howrs and spent
1 whole case of bunkers and we e o doefish and 2 blushsh.
For the next two pears | refused to try it agaan. | would fish
fiar fluke or ling, but not striped bass, 1 felr that the old soing
“you should have beess hene yestesday” would follow me every
ame I would go out for stripers, In the spring of 1997 1 decid-
ed to give it one more try mainly due to the peesuasion of my
fellonw fshin . Thiz time [ did o few things different-
by. First nﬁ'f E:JEht a couple dozen fresh bunkers and sec-
ondly 1 searched the bay for some sort of stucture before
anchoring up. Both things proved w be the trick m caiching
my first striped hass

LOCATION

The gtrueture that I found that dey was & mussel bed, Our
snkers kept getting i&uﬁ up on them and my anches wad full
of rasseds when itmp I hove been poing back o the

aver Since and it nr:'.r:rms e W mipht not get into 3

hiot bire all the Gme bur we always catch some fish there. Just
this parst May may father Carlos Sr. and 1 Tirmited aut n two
hours with the biggest one at 32 pounds.

There are quite @ few mussel beds ol in the bay, especial-
Iy in the aren between the channels, near Fhmn: Kool and
Emw Shaal, but there are other places, too. They aren®t casy
1o find, but then agzin, they aren’t hard either. 1 have sent oot
4 few friends to that ares and they kave found thewr own muas-
acl bed and they have been miking some nice catches on
them, Mow, these mussal beds do not come up that much off
the bottom s you have fo pay close atiention to your fish-
finder. You might anly see 2 small hill thae fses 3 t0 5 feet off
the bottom. You reed a loran or GPS on board s you cin sove
the spat for funuee refesence. You wiuld not want o catch &
lot of fish an & spat and not be-able to come back to it

Fr_u.- s moany years 1 would hear and read about all the
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Author with & 20-poemd strlped bass he
Bagged while chunking ovars mussel bad.

WHEN TO GO

1 like o sturt fishing the mazsset beds for stripers around the
middle of My and my kst trip will psoally be cowards the end
of June. The action seems to die down once the water tem-
perature hirs 70 degrees, Also, bluefish invade the bay area
around the same time and you cen have & hard time catching
a striper through all those hies.

h'ixi:i-:a[ conditans for an afternoon of striper fishing ae
n northwest wind with an outgoing tide. H;l:ruaJF}r] have never
fished there on én incoming tde but that does not mean that
youi car't catch a fish during one, Twill wually start chunki
ground & half howr after the slack fde and fish right throu
until | see that the fde is slowing down which usually coin-
cides with the fish not biting snymore. You acnlly enly gt
about @ three=hour window of opportunity during an entine
tide, Striped bass fove a strong cument!

One tmportant thing to remember i that on week-
ends there 1= 2 lot of boat traffic in the wea so oy to gee out
during the week. Tl pick a day with an afternoon outgoing
tide and little wind and leave work around noon so I:haﬁuﬂn
be fishing by 2 and heading back in by & or 7 o'clock.

TACKLE AND RIGS

I like to head out with 2 combimation of mediom and

heavy action rod and reels. 1 fish with a Shimano bagt mimner
inning reel loaded with 25-pound Silver Thresd on a 7-

st Star rod. My other combo & an Ambassados 7000
koaded with 20-pound line on @ Quantum muskie od, The
strepgth of the ode will dictate which outfit | will use at the
particular time. Also the size of the sinker that | will be using
plays & part in which combe T will use that day.

O the tenminal end, T use o fish finder sig, which con-
siets of 1 40 barrel swivel, 1 5-foot piece of 30-pound leader
and a 740 Owner hoolk. | have tried using circle hooks and
while catching fsh wath them my hook up ratio was the
same 35 using regubir hooks.

The rig is very easy to make and not counting the £ﬂﬂ!
of the hoolks, relitively inexpensive. First, T pus the Gl find-
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er on my main line and de the barrel
swivel on, Then T take my leader and

cin either snefl the hook on or tie
it iz 0 polomar knot. Finally you tie
the lesder to the barrel swivel and
yorre all set,

BAITS

The nurmber ong cholce foe bait has
to be fresh bunker, T know a few fiih-
ermen who have tgied herring and have
had same quccsss but on %m: thers
ig only bunker for bait. 1 know that
sometimes its hard to purchase fresh
hiinker but Luﬂ]}fall ahead in nn.’;_lnr [T
find which bait shop is carrying them,
Ifyou can't ger fresh you can uyzgﬁﬂien
ancd 2till cateh some feh,

Every fisherman has hiz own
method of ek stripers. Some
guys chunk a lot and some den't even
chunk at all, T stand in the middle of
both. T will start out by cotting the
bunker in four or five picces and then
tossing the tail section along with &
itce or twn overhoard, Some

hermen swesr thar the head casches

a bor of big fish and even theugh I have
geen the heads in the striper’s- stom-
achs, I cannat catch a fish on one, T Hlke
oy chunle o bunker ar two and then
wair about 200 minutes of o before 1
toss dnother one over,

The main thing to remember ts thar
if you chunk too heavy, the blues will
maove in and ruin everything. I that
happens do not chunk undil you haven't
capht a blue in g while.

ne thing that has worked great for
me 15 1o uee some bionker entrails on
my hook along with = chunk. T put o
bigr piece of gut on my hook first and
then & chunk to hold evervihing in
lace. I know that it can be a bit mezsy
Eut my rod alwiys out fishes the one
with just a-chunk on the hook

ANCHORING

Our on the mussel beds, anchord
is usually easy en where you don't
har\;]cju reser the anc ];JWhen :dhe tide
18 really ripping, your boat could easl
drift a couple hlxnd_mi vards i m{l
time. Male sure you have ar least 150
feet of anchar line and a 6-foot piece of
chain. Thar will help the unchor dig in
2 livtde better. Also try to anchor the
boat just on the edge of the myssel bed
and ot directly on top. The fish tend
ta hang on down slope of the
musze] bed,

Well 1 can't say why the striped bass
love to hang ground the mussel beds
but | can sy that finding one of them
has changed my perspective an striper
fishing dramatically so this spring do a
lirtle searching and maybe it will
ncTease your catches,

Show a Dashing
Dorado Who's Boss.

The farst fuccurate TwinDrag"™ seels, mtmduced n 19657, were
deslgned tn chaflange the warkd's tughest offshone sdver-
caraes. Titamic ima. Brober blue niarine Super svondish

Mo we'ne introdnring, our new Bbrier-
disy, chusb-drag models, Boss
Twirilirag ™™ inshore reels, berduss

even smaller game fish can pat up a big
fight. hew Boss TwimDvag ™ reels offer allday, e
arm-friendly, silky-smooth casting, phisa. N
patented, revobtinany drg system Hat belps
prevent breskodts af lighber, bess-forplving linee ™

Bose TwinDrag™ genlé ala feahare 3 solid-bleck aluminum design, six Claws-5 ABEL hall bearings.
tikaniuen dirag waskhers, seainless-steel gearing and Accurate's precision LSA asseriily and wairkenans
shipso fish wilh the reels setting a new weeld sandard for evcelance. Whetheryi'ne shonwing a
bulkdogging hass o a dashing domdo whe's peally thi boss.
A58 E. J4ith 51, Loe Angedes, A 9023
HEE-2Z2:0372 ¢ 333604535 » Fax 260-12005
accurateflshing com
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1000 $1000

FOR STRIPED BASS TAGS

Accicmie Boss
Twinlrag wals
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The Hudeon Riwer Fourdation. (AT is parficipatieg b & midlssr study of Hodyen ks lii bez popokaticn
bigingy. Yo 30 ik i ik -sudy by reliming tags feem Slriged b you-cetoh, ard-the HRE wil [P MY 87
asilance. |l s cch & tagped SiTizes bass, whelber you intard to ksp 1 U6 redsase if, canrhaly cur o 1he t) wibere
wm:hmhlmmmn WA Fou reym e L8, e HAF i end o Hia minimem résrd printed o e 1ag
ot} i DUESHEOIG e L 2k dar iha date, locetlin §ed reethod ol eptun, 6 Tehs Brglh, and ha condiien of s
[2g insartion Se, Lpoa camphron end sehim of be questiopnai, your tag Aumhe il ke wmlares o @ depwing 0
el i Febweaary. Mok Bag nuribers wil be rndomiy selectad. Tha HEF sl avrd $100 sertag i e i Far Sshermen
WD FUTIOANT 359 dewnt, 500 per fag 1 B i b B8 hermen whizss nombers o draen, and $1000 gir tag 1o Hie
ek T Tiehrnen whoe memibers 329 dorwit Each tag v sbmt il be @igiie dar & mwand
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HUDSON RIVER FOUNDATION |
P/0. BOX 1731, GRAND CENTRAL STATION, NEW YORK. N.¥. 10163]

= FISHING GUIDE
cantaing: over 1900 LAT/LON and loran positions for the
Botiuat fehing pots, wieeks, and réolsl Plus it's a gude 1o
inshore and- offphorg fishing from Miw England fo Somth
Garoitad, I oovers fishing for sirled s, DnuefTsh, weakiizh
and seatrout, Novader, cobla, ambarfack, mackerel, cod, & Bl
Aoftapk, fing, wiifiog, Dfsckfieh, ses hags, fums Siliish, 1
sharks, defhin aod MORE And it has oetaled sections on
Wnois, Fips Bnd weing elfecironies. 270 pos. Soft Cover,

Priga :1 m or tond chack of money oidar 1o
o dided ool
732-295-8600
oefon 132-295-8162 1622 Bewver Dam Road,
VRS ktTIeCAnD Point Pleasant, NJ 08742
Aot T ! UFS snging arad haBifyg. b Jaresy maicianty ocd 9% saiot 1
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